Labour leader hints efforts to evict are ‘tainted by racism’ 

‘Let the travellers 


stay at Dale Farm’ 


BASILDON'S Labour 
group leader today 
stunned residents by 
suggesting the Dale 
Farm traveller camp 
should be allowed to 
remain occupied for 
several years until a 
new site is found. 

Nigel Smith also hinted 
Basildon Council’s deci- 
sion to evict the massive 
camp could be “tainted by 
racism” and said the 
Commission for Racial 
Equality (CRE) was right 
to investigate its motives. 

Mr Smith offered “total 
support” to Labour Vange 
councillor Swatantra 
Nandanwar who has been 
reported to the Standards 
Board for failing to 
declare an interest at last 
Tuesday’s vote over the 
eviction amid claims he 
was prejudicial because 
he had already formed an 
opinion against the 
action. 

He said: “People should 
not be forcibly evicted 
unless a site suitable to 
residents and travellers is 
found. 

“If necessary this could 
take several years, but 
everyone should be enti- 
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tied to respect and some- 
where to live. 

“When a particular 
group of travellers is 
being singled out for such 
aggressive enforcement 
action it inevitably raises 
the question as to how this 


AN international trav- 
eller organisation has 
urged Basildon Council 
to halt its eviction 
plans. 

Rudko Kawczynski 
president of the 
European Roma and 
Travellers Forum in 
Strasbourg has written 
to council leader 
Malcolm Buckley to 
request that no evic- 
tion takes place until 
another site is found. 

The forum was set up 
last year by the Council 
of Europe as an adviso- 
ry group and includes 
delegates from the UK. 

In the letter, Mr 
Kawczynski stated: “It 
is hard to understand 


group of people are being 
treated and that is why I 
believe the CRE is right to 
investigate. There is a 
case to answer. I do not 
accept it is concern about 
the green belt - we need a 
satisfactory explanation. 

“Mr Nandanwar has my 
complete respect and sup- 


how a local council 
could have come to the 
conclusion it must bull- 
doze the homes of some 
120 families without 
providing them with 
any alternative accom- 
modation. 

“We must point out 
that the decision to 
destroy Dale Farm 
without provision of 
alternative accommo- 
dation flies directly in 
the face of the latest 
recommendations of 
the Council of 
Europe. 

“The forum last year 
formulated a number 
of proposals which 
have been taken up by 
the Council of Europe 


port for what he said at the 
meeting and I resent these 
attempts to silence him.” 

Ramsden Crays Parish 
Council chairman David 
McPherson-Davis hit out 
at the statement. 

He said: “There has 
been a clear and contin- 
ued breach of planning 


and placed before mem- 
ber countries for their 
adoption. 

“These include mak- 
ing sure no eviction 
takes place without the 
sanction of a judge and 
acceptable alternative 
accommodation.” 

Dale Farm campaign- 
er Grattan Puxon said 
a “petition against eth- 
nic cleansing” would 
be presented to the 
council on Roma 
Nation Day on April 8. 

It states: “We the 
undersigned condemn 
all acts of ethnic- 
cleansing and forceful 
removal being perpetu- 
ated against Roma and 
travellers.” 


law and the site should be 
evicted. .We would expect 
to see the whole council 
supporting this decision 
and not making state- 
ments like this to score 
political points. 

Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley said: “Mr Smith 
is just jumping on the 
traveller bandwagon and 
has got this totally wrong. 

“It is completely about 
green belt and planning 
matters. 

“We are taking action 
against settled members 
of the community who 
have illegally developed 
green belt across the dis- 
trict. 

“There has never been 
the need for this level of 
enforcement action before 
because there has never 
been an unauthorised 
development on the scale 
of Dale Farm before. 

“There are several 
incorrect claims about 
racism by me or the coun- 
cil on websites currently 
Some of these go as far as 
to being libellous, but as a 
politician you need to 
expect wrong accusations 
and I would not give them 
the credence by taking 
any action.” 


International call to halt action 



